iq 0! 
OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


NEWS BULLETIN 





SEPTEMBER, 1931 _ 


ON TO MARIETTA! 


A joint meeting of the Ohio Library Association and the West Virginia 


Library Association will be held in Marietta, Ohio, September 30th to Oc- 
tober 2nd. 


No. 2 





The Ohio Library Trustees Association will undoubtedly meet with us 
although no definite announcement has been made yet by the President, 
Mr Charles R. Wilson of Stowe or the Secretary, Mrs P. H. Flynn of Xenia. 


It seemed wise to begin with an evening session rather than an afternoon 
session as most of the delegates will probably drive to Marietta. For the 


same reason, it seemed wise to close with an evening session rather than a morning 


session. 





Local Committee 


Much of the responsibility for the suc- 
cess of the meeting rests with the local 
Committee. The Treasurer of the Ohio 
Library Association, Mr. George J. Bla- 
zier, is Chairman of this Committee. His 
fellow-helpers on the Committee are: 


Miss Willia D. Cotton, Librarian, 
Marietta Public Library 
Mrs. Mae C, Hawk, 
506 Fifth Street 
Mrs. Mary Louise Otto, Cataloger, 
Marietta College Library 
Mrs. Alice N. Gale, Librarian, 
Marietta High School 
Mrs. George Light 
404 Bellevue Street 
Attorney J. C. Brenan, 
First National Bank Building 
Miss Bernice Rea, 
524 Third Street 
Mrs. George S. Chapin, 
510 Putman Street 


Hotel Accommodations 


Hotel accommodations may be secured 
at the two leading hotels and in excellent 
homes, the latter within three squares of 
the Convention headquarters. Rates in the 
in the hotels are from $1.75 to $3.00 per 


It is our hope that all who can will plan to reach Marietta by Wednesday 
evening and remain until Saturday morning. 





day. Better rates may be secured where 
there are two or more in a room. Rooms 
at homes may be secured for $1.00 to 
$1.50 per day. Meals may be secured at 
the hotels, the Tea Room, 306 Putnam 
Street, and the Betsey Mills Club at very 
reasonable rates. 

Additional information will be sent 
with the detailed program. Any one de- 
siring to make reservations before receipt 
of the same should write to the Chairman 
of the Local Committee, Mr. George J. 
Blazier. 


Tentative Program 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
7:30 P.M.—Ohio Library Association 
Business Meeting. 
7:30 P. M.—West Virginia Library Asso- 
ciation Business Meeting. 
8:30 P. M—General Session. 
Greetings—Dr. Edward Smith Parsons, 
President, Marietta College. 
Address—Dr. Frank D. Slutz, Educator 
and Trustee, Dayton Public Library. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 


9:00-11:30 A. M.—Section meetings. 

College and University Libraries— 
Chairman, Edward A. Henry, Director, 
University of Cincinnati Libraries. Sub- 
jects: New building problems. Open shelf 
reserved book rooms. 











Page 2 








Officers 1930-1931 


PauL Nortu Rice, President, Dayton Public 
Library. ETHEL Mac DoweELL, Secretary, 
Ashtabula Public Library. Grorce J. BLAZIER, 
Treasurer, Marietta College Library. Vice- 
Presidents: EARL N. MANCHESTER, Ohio State 
University Library, CoRINNE A. Metz, Akron 
Public Library. HeLen L. Kramer, Marion 
Public Library. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD—The Officers and Past 
Presidents: LILLIE WULFEKOETTER, Public 
Library of Cincinnati. JULIAN S. FowLer, 
Oberlin College Library. BrssiE SARGEANT 
SMITH, Cleveland Public Library. 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM, (Con't.) 


Large Libraries—Chairman, Will H. 
Collins, Librarian, Akron Ohio Public 
Library. Subject: Reading Citizens. 

Small Libraries—Chairman, Miss Mil- 
dred W. Sandoe, Librarian, Mansfield 
Ohio Public Library. 
12:00-2:00 P. M.—Luncheon meetings. 

College and University Libraries— 
Chairman, Edward A. Henry, Director, 
University of Cincinnati Libraries. 

School Libraries—Chairman, Miss Ida 
M. Peters, Supervisor of School Libraries, 
Parkersburg, West Virginia. Subject: 


Character building through reading guid- | 


ance in the school library. 
2:30-5:30 P. M.—Boat excursion on the 


Ohio river to historic Blennerhasset | cated Man’, etc. will be the last speaker 


Island. 


7:00 P. M.—Banquet. 
Address by May Lamberton Becker, Ed- 


Scene.” 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 


9:00-11:30 A. M.—Section meetings. 

Cataloguing—Chairman, Miss 
Abraham, Head of Catalog Department, 
Toledo Ohio Public Library. 

Children’s Work—Chairman, Miss 
Effie L. Power, Director of Work with 
Children, Cleveland Public Library. Sub- 
ject: Remaking History for Boys and 
Girls. 

Circulation—Chairman, Miss _ Jessie 
Welles, Assistant Librarian, Toledo Pub- 
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lic Library. Subjects: Charging Systems. 
Rental Books. 
Reference—Chairman, Miss Mary R. 
Cochran, Chief, Reference Department, 
Cincinnati Public Library. 
12:00-2:00 P. M.—Luncheon meetings. 
State and Local History—Chairman, 
Clifford R. Myers, President, West Vir- 
ginia Library Association. 
Hospital Libraries—Chairman, Miss 
Gertrude M. Edwards, Head, Hospital 
Division, Cleveland Public Library. 
County Libraries—Chairman, 
Mary A. Downey. 
2:30-5:30 P. M.—Automobile ride, visit- 
ing the historic and scenic points in 
Marietta ending at the new Campus 
Martius State museum. 

7:30 P. M.—Ohio Library Association 
Business Meeting. 

7:30 P. Mi—West Virginia Library Asso- 
ciation Business Meeting. 

8:30 P. M.—General Session. 

Address—Miss Josephine A. Rathbone, 
President, American Library Association. 

Address—Albert Edward Wiggam, 
“The Marks of an Educated Man.” 


Miss 


High Points of the 
Meeting 


Albert Edward Wiggam author of 
“The New Decalogue of Science’, ‘Fruit 
of the Family Tree’, “Marks of an Edu- 


| Friday night. Glenn Frank calls Wiggam 


Effie | 





| a cross between Einstein and Billy Sun- 
. | day and says that he has created an evang- 
itor of Readers Guide, on ‘““The American | 


elism of scholarship. 


May Lamberton Becker, the speaker at 
the banquet Thursday night, is known to 
all librarians through “Books as Win- 
dows’, ‘Adventures in Reading’’ and most 
of all through her editorship of the 
“Readers Guide” of the Saturday Review 
of Literature. Chalmers Hadley wrote 
the President “I enjoyed Mrs. May Lam- 
berton Becker, at New Haven meeting, 
and I think she would be a big drawing 
card if she can be secured.” 


Dr. Frank D. Slutz—educator, lecturer, 
is Dayton’s most popular speaker. Those 
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HIGH POINTS OF THE MEETING, (Con't.) 
who heard his masterly address at the 
Toledo meeting of the Ohio Library Asso- 
ciation on ‘The Library as the University 
of the People” will realize that his ad- 
dress at Marietta may well be the finest 
one on the program. 


The Ohio and West Virginia Library 
Associations are especially honored in 
having with them the President of the 
A. L. A. Miss Josephine A. Rathbone, 
Vice-Director of the Pratt Institute Li- 
brary School. 

With general sessions at night, section 
meetings in the morning and luncheon 


round tables at noon, it seemed best to | 


leave the afternoons open for recreation. 
The local committee have arranged a most 
attractive boat trip on Thursday and a 
sightseeing automobile trip on Friday. 
Through the courtesy of the Marietta 
Chamber of Commerce there will be no 
charge for the automobile trip and there 
will be but a nominal charge for the boat 
trip. 


A glance at the Chairmen of the section 
meetings and round tables is the best 
assurance of how worth while they will 
be. After all, it is these sessions that 
give real value to our State meetings. 


Report of Legislative 
Committee 


The Legislative Committee of the Ohio 
Library Association under the able lead- 
ership of Mr Carl Vitz has had a rather 
arduous year. Thanks to our good for- 
tune that Senator Robert Taft was library 
minded and that Mr Vitz and other mem- 
bers of his committee were willing to 
make frequent trips to Columbus, the 
new tax law is rather favorable to school 
district libraries. Hardly less important 
than the new tax law is the new county 
district library law. Mr Vitz makes the 
following comment on these laws. 

During the past legislative session two laws 
affecting libraries were passed. One of these 
amended some of the sections of the County 
District Library Law, General Code 7643. The 
amendments passed provide simpler machinery 
for organizing additional county district libra- 
ries or changing present libraries to this type of 


organization. They also provide additional 
powers for such libraries. 


| 
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The second law affects all school district 
libraries of the state inasmuch as under it all 
the tax income for such libraries for the fiscal 
years 1932 and 1933 is to be derived. This law 
is commonly referred to as the Intangibles Tax 
Law and was known as Senate Bill No. 323. 


This Law is printed in separate form with an 
introduction and comments by Senator Robert A. 
Taft and published by the W. H. Anderson Co. 
of Cincinnati at $1.00. From this the following 
excerpts are quoted which cover the ground 
quite fully as far as libraries are concerned. 
Quotations A-E are taken from Mr. Taft's 
introduction, F G J from the law itself, and 
H I K from comments which follow the various 
sections. 


A. ‘The present situation arises because of 
the adoption by the people of an amend- 
ment to Article XII, Section 2, of the Con- 
stitution of Ohio in November 1929. That 
amendment abolished the uniform rule as to 
personal property, and permitted the Legis- 
lature to develop other methods of taxing 
such property. It also adopted as part of 
the Constitution the fifteen-mill limitation 
on the general property tax rate, which pre- 
viously had been a statutory limitation, end 
to which the Legislature had made some 
statutory exceptions. These exceptions were 
invalidated by the adoption of the amend- 
ment.” 

B. “Under the Ohio system the State is sup- 
ported by special business taxes, while the 
general property tax, which is the principal 
subject of revision, is the support of the 
local districts, counties, municipalities, 
school districts and townships. In revising 
the present system, therefore, it is necessary 
to be guided very largely by the financial 
problems of the local subdivisions. Sub- 
stantially all of the $300,000,000 collected 
from the general property tax goes to these 
subdivisions at the present time, and regard- 
less of occasional local difficulties, it is the 
belicf of this committee that the sub- 
divisions as a whole are adequately and 

generously financed by the receipt of this 

amount. The revision of the tax system 
should not be made an excuse for increasing 
the cost of government and raising the total 
amount of taxes to be collected. The com- 
mittee has been guided by the principle that 
it should replace the present revenues, 2nd 
that to the extent the proposed changes 
decrease revenue from various sources, it 
should be replaced from the new tax on 
intangible property or from motor vehicles.” 


a “It has been the view of this committee 


that those activities financed by levies out- 
side of the fifteen-mill limitation, without 
vote of the people, should no longer be a 
burden on real estate, but should be sup- 
ported entirely in the case of school district 
libraries and township parks by the intan- 
gible tax, and in the case of road levies by 
the motor vehicle license tax.” 

D. “The effect of the changes made by the 
committee will reduce the duplicate through- 














out the State approximately ten per cent, 
and the distribution of the funds derived 
from the new taxes is based on the theory 
that there be returned to each district from 
the new taxes the same amount which they 
lose from this change in the duplicate. It is 
proposed to make up the losses of the 
municipalities and schools from the pro- 
ceeds of the tax on intangibles, and the 
losses of the counties from the proceeds of 
the motor vehicle license fees. It is pro- 
posed to devote the excess of the intangible 
tax to the support of the public libraries 
and township parks, now enjoying a levy on 
the general property duplicate outside of 
limitations.” 

“This method of distribution may involve 
the transfer of funds from one county to 
another. If, under the new system of taxing 
intangible property, more money is collected 
in a county than is required to make up the 
amount lost by municipalities and schools, 
because of the removal of this property 
from the general duplicate, the excess will 
go into a State fund and will be used to re- 
imburse the municipalities and schools in 
those counties where less is collected under 
the new system than under the old.” 

“Section 6 

The proceeds of the taxes levied by sec- 
tion 5638 of the General Code shall be 
distributed in the years 1932 and 1933 as 
follows:’ 


“To each board of public library trustees 
the amount of taxes levied for library pur- 
poses in the year 1930.” 

“Comment: This section provides for 
the distribution in intangible taxes in the 
years 1932 and 1933. It is clearly an arbi- 
trary and temporary method of distribution, 
and a permanent system will have to be 
enacted in 1933. 

“Public library trustees and township 
park districts are to receive their entire 
budget from the intangibles tax fund.” 


“In the years 1932 and 1933, any board 
of public library trustees or any board of 
township park trustees may, in anticipation 
of the distribution herein authorized, borrow 
not to exceed one-third of the distributable 
share of such board and issue its notes 
therefor, payable not more than six months 
after date, bearing not to exceed six per 
cent interest.” 

“Comment: This section and the follow- 
ing two sections provide the machinery for 
distributing the intangible tax fund. In 
general, the county auditors and the tax 
commission are required to calculate the 
amount which each district is entitled to 
draw from the intangible tax fund. If all 
the intangible tax funds throughout the 
State are insufficient to supply all of these 
needs, there will be a proportionate decrease 
throughout the entire State. If the intan- 
gible tax fund is more than sufficient, then 
after all districts are supplied throughout 
the State, the excess will remain in the par- 

















ticular county where it is collected, although 
it cannot be expended until further author- 
ity from the Legislature. It will not be 
known until the end of 1932 whether there 
is any such excess, and the next Legislature 
will meet on January 1, 1933.” 


Inasmuch as Sections 7635-7640 of the 
General Code have not been repealed, school 
district libraries should, as heretofore, adopt 
their budget and transmit it to their Boards of 
Education, which in turn will transmit it to the 
County Auditors. For operation in 1932 and 
1933 the amount will be the same as that al- 
lowed in 1930 for 1931 operation. As the new 
tax machinery will be slow in getting under 
way and proceeds from the new tax will not be 
available until about May 1, this law authorizes 
borrowing in anticipation of income up to one- 
third of the total year’s expected income. 


Should the amount of income produced by 
this new Law fall below the total needed by 
school district libraries and other tax spending 
bodies authorized to receive part of its proceeds, 
then all will suffer in their income to the extent 
of this deficit. Mr. Taft, however, feels very 
confident that the amount raised will be suffi- 
cient. It may be also that inasmuch as Sections 
7635-40 are not repealed that libraries will not 
suffer even if the income under the law is in- 
adequate but that their part of the shortage will 
be met from the general property tax. There is, 
however, no decision or ruling as yet on this 
point. Nevertheless most libraries will find it 
desirable to hold back on expenditures until 
this point is cleared up. As the provisions for 
the distribution of the tax apply only to the 
years 1932 and 1933 the next Legislature will 
need to pass more permanent laws. 

Attention should perhaps be called also to 
new legislation providing that levies outside of 
the fifteen-mill limitation require a vote of 60 
per cent in the case of bond issues and of 55 
per cent for current expense levies except in the 
cese of schools where only a 50 per cent vote is 
required. 


Membership Com- 
mittee 


Mr. George J. Blazier, Chairman of the 
Membership Committee, reports 743 paid- 
up memberships at this time. Many libra- 
aries have responded well in the member- 
ship campaign but there are still impor- 
tant libraries in the State who are not rep- 
resented by as many members as would 
seem reasonable. 

The following table of the libraries that 
have five or more members indicates that 
some libraries are not assuming their fair 
share of responsibility in supporting the 
library interests of the State. Two facts 
should be mentioned, however. Dayton’s 
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REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, 
(Con’t.) 
large membership can be partly attributed 
to the meeting being held in that city 
last year and to the Librarian’s being 
President this year. The Public Library of 
Cincinnati is not included in the table be- 
cause by arrangement with the Chairman 
of the Membership Committee the cam- 
paign for memberships there is to be con- 


ducted in the first two weeks in Septem- | 


ber. 

Dayton Public Library 
Cleveland Public Library 
Toledo Public Library 
Columbus Public Library 
Youngstown Public Library 
Western Reserve University 


braries (Including Adelbert Col- 
lege Leary). ............... sasscahi é' 


Ohio State University Library 
Cleveland High School Libraries 
Oberlin College Library 

Miami University Library 

Akron Public Library 

Ohio Wesleyan University Library... 
University of Cincinnati Library 
Cincinnati High School Libraries 
Hebrew Union College Library 
Kent State College Library 
Lakewood Public Library 





Lane Public Library, Hamilton, Ohio 
Ohio University Library 

Troy Public Library............ 

| Wooster College Library.. 





Ohio Library Trus- 


tees Association 


Just as we are going to print, word 


comes that the Ohio Library Trustees 


16 | 


Association will meet with us at Mar- 
setta. A luncheon meeting will be 


held Thursday noon and a business 


meeting sometime Friday. 





Ohio Library Association Treasurer’s Report 
April 15, 1931 — August 15, 1931 


RECEIPTS 
Balance on hand 
Receipts from dues 
Refund district meeting 
Interest 


EXPENDITURES 
Legislative Committee 
April Bulletin 
District Meetings 


BALANCE ON HAND AUGUST 15, 1931 


$ 1,410.08 
592.05 

.20 

11.45 

$ 2,013.78 


132.89 
20.15 
77.00 

$ 230.04 


$ 1,783.74 








